INDEPENDENT PHILANTHROPY
ASSOCIATION SOUTH AFRICA
Extending the reach
& impact of philanthropy

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to IPASA
“IPASA is a dynamic
space, dedicated
to extending the
reach and impact of
philanthropy in South
Africa” SARAH RENNIE

T

he Independent Philanthropy Association of
South Africa (IPASA) is a unique network of
individuals, foundations and organisations actively
involved in philanthropy in South Africa.
IPASA is a voluntary association of members
that provides the space for mutual support and
advice on the good practice of philanthropy as
well as fosters opportunities for collaboration
amongst philanthropists and funders more
broadly. We do this by providing regular targeted
and relevant information, access to experts in
various fields of interest, knowledge platforms
and a range of opportunities to learn within
the philanthropy sector. This enables our
members to be well informed, to self-evaluate
and to innovate.
We are also outwardly looking and connect with

a broad range of organisations and individuals
that influence the philanthropy sector. This
enables IPASA to influence and learn from a
wide, complex network of relationships with other
entities engaged in independent philanthropy,
locally and internationally
IPASA is a dynamic space, dedicated to
extending the reach and impact of philanthropy
in South Africa by building a thriving local
philanthropic community. Members, who
come from diverse backgrounds and practice,
believe that committed and knowledgeable
philanthropists can make a meaningful impact and
facilitate change for the better in South Africa.
Sarah Rennie
Chair of the IPASA Council

ABOUT US

About Us
Established in 2015, IPASA is a locally established, voluntary
association of independent philanthropists, private foundations
and other organisations associated with philanthropy in South Africa.
IPASA’s key purpose is to extend the reach and impact of philanthropy
while representing and promoting the common interests, concerns
and objectives of its members.

IPASA focuses on 4 key areas to achieve its mission:

1. To support
collaboration in
philanthropy.

2. To promote
good practice in
philanthropy.

3. To be a voice
for independent
philanthropy in SA.

4. To advance, promote
& support independent
philanthropy in SA.

“We are able to leverage knowledge, share learning from the membership
network, and identify opportunities to learn best practice in specialised
areas.” LEONORA SAULS, ACKERMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES

IPASA Activities
To further its objectives, IPASA engages
in the following activities:
 Creating a community of ‘best practice’ and
greater awareness of grant-making ethics in
philanthropy amongst its members.
 Providing opportunities for peer support and the
sharing of complementary resources amongst
its members.

 Producing and disseminating resources, skills and
knowledge around philanthropy in South Africa.
 Promoting a more enabling fiscal and legal
environment for philanthropy in South Africa.
 Creating opportunities for collaboration,
synergies and partnerships with different
stakeholders concerned with independent
philanthropy in South Africa.

Some of the key outcomes of the activities of IPASA include:
 ncouraging best-practice in
E
private grant-making in South
Africa and internationally.

 ssisting in building a
A
philanthropic movement
in South Africa.

Engagement with government
on the importance of
philanthropy in development.

Encouragement of the
building of partnerships
between donors, local and
international, the South
African government and
corporate sectors.

Building connections
with other philanthropy
networks in Africa and
globally.

MEMBERSHIP

IPASA Membership
IPASA Membership is open to grant-making
independent philanthropic foundations, community
foundations, philanthropists, banking and other
financial and advisory institutions that offer
philanthropy services, and academic institutions
involved in philanthropy research in South Africa.
We offer our members the following services:
Knowledge learning and sharing
 Invitation to the IPASA Peer Learning sessions on
topics relevant to funding practise and context.
 Invitation to the IPASA sub-sector funding focus
area workshops.
 Participation in the IPASA online learning
webinars on specific funding focus areas.
 Access to the IPASA Knowledge Management
System.
 Access to specific funding related research
reports and case studies.
 Subscription to IPASA’s newsletter.
Collaboration and Networking
 Discounted ticket to the IPASA annual
Symposium.
 Invitation to member-organised workshops and
events.
 Invitations to IPASA partner events.
 Opportunity to join other African and global
philanthropy networks.
For more information visit the IPASA website:
www.ipa-sa.org.za

“The opportunity to network,
to forge relationships and
partnerships has been invaluable.”
LINDA WHITFIELD, HARRY CROSSLEY FOUNDATION

OUR MEMBERS

“IPASA brings together local, private philanthropic foundations
and philanthropists who want to develop a community of practice.
It has provided a platform for learning and sharing with confidentiality
and trust.” LINDY RODWELL VAN HASSELT, LEWIS FOUNDATION
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