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VIRTUAL SYMPOSIUM 2020:
BUILD BACK BETTER TOGETHER: THE FUTURE 
COLLECTIVE ROLE OF PHILANTHROPY

Welcome to IPASA’s 6th Annual Philanthropy Symposium and our first ever Virtual 
Symposium. At the beginning of the year when we started planning our 2020 
Symposium, we decided on the event title “Philanthropy in the New Normal” - little did 
anyone know! Covid-19 has significantly challenged and changed philanthropy and its 
these fundamental shifts in both funding practise and funding focus that will be shared 
and explored in this year’s IPASA Symposium. 

The crisis sparked by the Coronavirus has galvanised the philanthropic sector towards 
connecting and working with each other on a new level to address the scale of the 
issues faced. In this regard, IPASA has played a key role in bringing funders together, 
harnessing the sector’s commitment and willingness to collaborate during this time. 

IPASA established regular virtual meetings with donors, both members and non-
members, where experts and leaders on the frontline helped attendees gain an 
understanding of  the impacts of Covid-19 on funding focus areas such as basic 
education; higher education; early childhood development; food security; gender-
based violence and the environment – to name a few of the areas of concern for 
funders.  These meetings have allowed funders to ask important questions about 
exisiting large-scale initiatives and what is happening “on the ground” and provided a 
forum for them to share updates from their own networks and projects.

The crisis has made it clear that, by regularly convening a wide network of funders, 
experts and leaders across the philanthropic sector, as well as in thematic areas of 
particular concern, IPASA was able to help funders make difficult decisions more 
quickly. Given the levels of interest and participation, it seems that IPASA was able to 
fulfil a unique role and make an important contribution during this time.

The new ways of convening; sharing knowledge; focusing on particular areas and issues 
of concern; and harnessing the wide networks that are available, have opened the door 
to more powerful, effective collaborative efforts across South Africa’s philanthropy 
sector. 

The 2020 IPASA Philanthropy Symposium will provide a platform for further sharing 
of new ideas and knowledge as well discussion around future collaboration and 
partnership opportunities . This year’s symposium will also include the launch of the 
second edition of the Annual Review of South African Philanthropy which will share 
stories, projects and opinion pieces from an impressive array of changemakers and 
leaders in philanthropy in South Africa.

One of IPASA’s key objectives is to promote good practice in philanthropy and to 
support collaboration. We believe that our Annual Symposium will contribute to 
achieving this objective and be a natural extension of the work that IPASA has done 
over this year during Covid-19. Philanthropy’s role in addressing the many problems 
in our country has never been more important. In order to fulfill this role, we need to 
come together to be well informed, to self-evaluate and to innovate. 

Sarah Rennie 
Chairperson 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
PHILANTHROPY ASSOCIATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA (IPASA)

Established in 2015, IPASA is a locally established, voluntary association of independent 
philanthropists, private foundations and other organisations associated with 
philanthropy in South Africa. IPASA’s key purpose is to extend the reach and impact of 
philanthropy while representing and promoting the common interests, concerns and 
objectives of its members. IPASA focuses on four key areas to achieve its mission:

• To advance, promote and support independent philanthropy in South Africa
• To be a voice for independent philanthropy in South Africa
• To promote good practice in philanthropy
• To support collaboration in philanthropy

To further its objectives, IPASA engages in the following activities:

• Creating a community of ‘best practice’ and greater awareness of grant-making ethics 
in philanthropy amongst its members

• Providing opportunities for peer support and the sharing of complementary 
resources amongst its members

• Producing and disseminating resources, skills and knowledge around philanthropy in 
South Africa

• Promoting a more enabling fiscal and legal environment for philanthropy in South 
Africa

• Creating opportunities for collaboration, synergies and partnerships with different 
stakeholders concerned with independent philanthropy in South Africa

Some of the key outcomes of the activities of IPASA include:
• Assisting in building a philanthropic movement in South Africa.
• Encouraging best-practice in private grant-making in South Africa and internationally.
• Encouragement of the building of partnerships between donors, local and 

international, the South African government and corporate sectors.
• Engagement with government on the importance of philanthropy in development.
• Building connections with other philanthropy networks in Africa and globally.

IPASA Membership is open to grant-making independent philanthropic foundations, 
community foundations, philanthropists, banking and other financial institutions 
that offer philanthropy services, and academic institutions involved in philanthropy 
research in South Africa.

For more information visit the IPASA website: www.ipa-sa.org.za
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PROGRAMME DAY 1:
TUESDAY, 3 NOVEMBER 2020

14:00-14:10 OPENING
 Welcome and Introduction to the theme of the 2020 Symposium 
 Sarah Rennie, IPASA Chair and Chair of the Grindrod Family 
 Centenary Trust

THE FUTURE ROLE OF PHILANTHROPY

14:10 – 15:00 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
 Fast Forward Future: Funding in a Climate of Disruption Amplified
 Abdullah Verachia, CEO of the Strategists, Global Future Strategist

15:00 -15:30 FUNDING IN THE FUTURE BREAK-AWAY SESSION
 Delegates will have the opportunity to discuss in break-away groups 
 what philanthropy’s role should be in building back a better more 
 equitable society in future. 

15:30-16:00 FUNDING IN THE FUTURE PLENARY SESSION
 Feedback to plenary from key discussion points from break-away 
 rooms and overall summary by Sarah Rennie, IPASA Chair

LAUNCH OF THE 2020 ANNUAL REVIEW OF SOUTH AFRICAN PHILANTHROPY 

16:00-16:15 INTRODUCTION TO THE 2020 ANNUAL PHILANTHROPY REVIEW
•  Shelagh Gastrow, Review editor
•  Colette Ball, Chairperson of the Ball Family Foundation and 

sponsors of the publication

16:00-16:55 PANEL DISCUSSION ON PHILANTHROPY’S CURRENT & FUTURE ROLE IN 
 SOUTH AFRICA
 
 Panel participants: 

• Sibongile Khumalo, Chief Executive of The Learning Trust 
• Khayakazi Namfu, Programme Director, Public Schools Partnership, 

DG Murray Trust   
• Bridget Fury, Head of Oppenheimer Generations Philanthropy  
• Bathylle Missika, Head of the Networks & Partnerships, the OECD 

Development Centre

 Panel facilitated by Paul Periera, Owner, Wham Media

16:55-17:00 Close of Day 1 by Sarah Rennie, IPASA Chair

AFTERNOON SESSION 14:00 - 17:00
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PROGRAMME DAY 2:
WEDNESDAY, 4  NOVEMBER 2020

09:00-09:10 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO DAY 2
 Mmabatho Maboya, IPASA vice-chair and CEO, Cyril Ramaphosa Foundation

IS TRUE COLLABORATION POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE: LESSONS ON COLLABORATION FROM COVID-19 

09:10-09:30 SUCCESSFUL COLLABORATION DURING TIMES OF CRISIS 
 Case study of the Gift of the Givers work during Covid-19
 Imtiaz Sooliman, Founder and Director, Gift of the Givers

09:30-09:50 IS COLLABORATION THE ACHILLES HEEL OF INSTITUTIONAL PHILANTHROPY? 
 The challenges of effective funder collaboration 
 Gerry Salole, former European Foundation Centre Chief Executive and Regional Director of Ford 
 Foundation SA

09:50 – 10:00 Q & A facilitated by Mmabatho Maboya, IPASA vice-chair

REVOLUTIONISING PHILANTHROPY: HOW COVID-19 HAS FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED THE WAY FUNDERS WORK 

10.00- 10.10 INTRODUCTION BY SESSION FACILITATOR
 Gail Campbell, IPASA Council member and CEO, Zenex Foundation

10:10- 10:30 FUNDING PRACTISE CHANGES BREAK-AWAY SESSION
 Delegates will have the opportunity to share in break-away groups what changes they have 
 made in funding practise which should/could be sustained into the future.

10:30-10:50 FUNDING PRACTISE CHANGES PLENARY SESSION
 Feedback to plenary from key discussion points from break-away rooms and overall summary by 
 Session Chair

10:50-11:00 Tea Break 

RESPONSIBLE AND ESG INVESTING: A STRATEGIC IMPERATIVE FOR FUNDERS

11:00 – 11:10 INTRODUCTION BY SESSION FACILITATOR
 Maxine Gray, Joint Head of Philanthropy at Investec Wealth & Investment

11:10 – 11:40 OXFORD DEBATE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT OF SUSTAINABLE RESPONSIBLE 
 INVESTMENT PRACTICES

•  Tracey Davies, Executive Director of Just Share
•  Stephen Nicholls, Head of Environmental Sustainability at the National Business Initiative 
•  Mike Davies, Director of Kigoda Consulting

11:40-11:50 Q&A facilitated by Maxine Gray

11:50-11:55  ATTENDEE POLL: 
 What role can IPASA play in facilitating funder collaboration in building back  better together? 

11:55-12:00 Thank you and close by Mmabatho Maboya, IPASA Vice-chair

MORNING SESSION 9:00 - 12:00
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SPEAKER PROFILES

ABDULLAH VERACHIA 
CEO of the Strategists, Global Future Strategist 

Abdullah serves as the CEO of The Strategists where he plays an active 
role in assisting companies and organisations craft competitive future 
strategies. He has significant expertise in strategy, competitiveness 
and sector trends. Having presented and consulted in over 60 cities 
globally to both companies and governments, Abdullah has been 
recognised as a leading speaker, disruptor, strategist and thought leader 
on competitiveness and the interplay between strategy and disruptive 
innovation

Abdullah has been recognised as a visionary young leader and has won 
numerous awards for the active role he has played in South African 
society. He has served on a number of corporate, academic and advisory 
boards where his unique blend of legal, business, emerging market, 
academic and youth experience adds great value.  

He is a regular media commentator for many publications including 
CNBC Africa, BBC, CCTV, CNN, SABC, Moneyweb, Business Day New York 
Times, Financial Times, Reuters and the Sunday Times.

Abdullah has recently written the book Reset, Rewire, Remagine 
everything - managing and leading in disruption and has  also co-
authored a book on the commercial corridor between Africa and India as 
well as “The Book every business owner must read.”

BATHYLLE MISSIKA
Head of the Networks, Partnerships and Gender Division
OECD Development Centre

Bathylle Missika is Head of the Networks, Partnerships and Gender 
Division at the OECD Development Centre. Ms Missika oversees the 
Development Centre’s work on the development narrative and the 
contribution of its various stakeholders, ranging from the contribution 
of non-state actors (foundations, MNEs) to engaging citizens in support 
of Sustainable Development Goals. She also oversees regional dialogue 
and major development Fora, together with the OECD Development 
Centre’s work on gender equality. Ms Missika re-joined the OECD in 2012 
after working in UNDP’s Conflict Bureau and the UNDP’s Democratic 
Governance Trust Fund.
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BRIDGET FURY
Head, Oppenheimer Generations Philanthropies

Bridget is the head of Oppenheimer Generations Philanthropies, 
which seeks to generate positive social impact by unlocking catalytic 
investment in underfunded areas and to preserve our natural 
environment by funding ground-breaking research. Bridget has 
worked in social investment for more than 15 years and has advised 
a range of family foundations, corporates and governments in both 
the UK and South Africa. Prior to joining Oppenheimer Generations 
Philanthropy, she was the Director of the Aspen Network of Development 
Entrepreneurs (ANDE) South Africa, as well as an advisor to the South 
African government’s Jobs Fund. She has worked across the University 
sector, having been involved in the funding and creation of the Brooks 
World Poverty Centre at the University of Manchester and the Doughty 
Centre for Corporate Responsibility at Cranfield University.

COLETTE BALL
Chairperson of the Ball Family Foundation 

Colette is a graduate of the University of Cape Town (BA) and the 
University of the Witwatersrand (HDip.Ed), and pursued an early career 
in education as a teacher.

Colette has always been passionate about philanthropy and after a time 
as chairperson of the Brait Foundation (2006 -2011) she, together with 
other members of her family set up the Ball Family Foundation in 2017.
The Foundation’s main areas of interest are education (from ECD 
through to tertiary education) and civil society, specifically organisations 
that work to protect and further the rights of South African citizens.
Each family member is also encouraged to support an NGO which 
reflects their own particular area of interest – currently the range is from 
wildlife conservation to ballet.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

GAIL CAMPBELL 
Chief Executive Officer, Zenex Foundation 

Gail Campbell is the CEO of the Zenex Foundation, a non-profit, 
independent donor organisation that invests in mathematics, science 
and language education. She has been involved in developmental 
philanthrophy for over 20 years with a particular emphasis on school 
education. She is a strong proponent of monitoring and evaluation as a 
tool for measuring impact and learning from practice.  

Ms Campbell has a Social Science background and practiced as a Social 
Worker working primarily with women and youth. She also lectured in 
the field of Social Work at the University of Natal for five years before 
joining ABSA as General Manager of Corporate Social Investment where 
she was responsible for the ABSA Foundation, pioneering the Employee 
Giving Programme. 

Gail currently serves on a number of non-profit boards in education 
including the Gauteng Education Development Trust (GEDT), Independent 
Philanthropy Association of South Africa (IPASA) and International 
Education Funders Group (IEFG) and the National Association of Social 
Change Entities in Education (NASCEE). 

She contributes extensively in these various forums drawing on her 
knowledge and experience in social development, philanthropy and 
education in particular. 

DR GERRY SALOLE
Former European Foundation Centre Chief Executive and Regional 
Director of Ford Foundation SA 

Dr Gerry Salole was the Chief Executive of the European Foundation 
Centre (EFC) for the last 15 years, retiring in July this year.  His previous 
posts have included serving as Representative at the Ford Foundation’s 
Southern Africa office, based in Johannesburg, and director of the 
Department of Programme Documentation and Communication of the 
Bernard van Leer Foundation, based in The Hague. He has also worked 
for Save the Children Federation (USA) in Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, and 
Redd Barna (Norwegian Save the Children) and OXFAM UK and UNHCR in 
Ethiopia. 

Gerry studied Social Anthropology and African History at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He holds an M.A. 
(Econ.) and Ph.D. from the University of Manchester. Gerry currently  sits 
on the board of the Impact Trust (UK and RSA), the Advisory Board of the 
Barilla Centre for Food and Nutrition (Italy), the Supervisory Board of 
the European Cultural Foundation (The Netherlands), The Board of the 
Firelight Foundation (USA) and the Advisory Board of the African Centre 
for Philanthropy and Social Investment (Johannesburg).
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DR IMTIAZ SOOLIMAN
Founder and Chairman of Gift of the Givers

Dr Sooliman studied medicine at the University of KwaZulu-Natal’s 
Medical School, qualifying as a medical doctor in 1984 and starting 
private practice  in 1986. He chose though to close his flourishing 
practice in mid-1994, to focus his attention on the Gift of the Givers 
Foundation, which he founded in  August 1992. 

His establishment of Gift of the Givers Foundation was the consequence 
of a message Dr Sooliman, then aged 30, received from Sufi Sheikh 
Muhammed Saffer Effendi al Jerrahi, his spiritual leader in Istanbul, 
Turkey, who called on him to serve all people of all races, of all religions, 
of all colours, of all classes, of all political affiliations and of any 
geographical location... a calling he honoured then and continues to 
honour today. 

His endeavour in this regard has seen the Gift of the Givers Foundation 
emerge as one of the most respected humanitarian organisations in the 
world and is today the largest disaster response agency of African origin 
anywhere on the continent. Since 1992, Dr Sooliman has steered the 
organisation to many notable achievements and world firsts including 
delivering well in excess of R3,2 billion of aid and assisting millions of 
people in 44 countries across the globe including South Africa. 

KHAYAKAZI NAMFU 
Programme Director, Public Schools Partnership, DG Murray Trust 

Khayakazi Namfu is programme director of Public School Partnerships. 
PSP is a South African public-private partnership that brings together 
government, funders, no-fee schools, and non-profit education 
support organisations. It provides additional expertise, resources and 
governance support to schools. PSP aims to achieve greater equity and 
quality education for no-fee public schools serving poorer communities. 
Prior to PSP, Namfu worked as a development manager, managing the 
creation of an immovable asset register at both local and national 
government levels. As a social entrepreneur, she has worked with land 
redistribution beneficiaries on issues of land tenure, food security, and 
sustainable development.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

MAXINE GRAY 
Joint Head of Philanthropy at Investec Wealth & Investment 

Maxine Gray is responsible for the Strategic Development of Investec 
Wealth & Investment. Within her role, she focuses on driving the 
implementation of the business strategy, change management, 
innovation and sustainability.  Additionally, Maxine is a Philanthropy 
Consultant working with Private Client Charitable Foundations 
in developing their strategic philanthropic direction of achieving 
sustainable societal upliftment. Maxine is a UN SDG Youth Ambassador 
after completing the Young SDG Innovators programme with the United 
Nations Global Compact focusing on sustainable business, innovation 
and the Sustainable Development Goals. The foundation of her career 
is in Risk Management and Governance as a former Operational Risk 
Manager within IW&I SA. Maxine is a One Young World Ambassador 
and Board member of imagine.nation (NPO) focusing on early 
childhood development and entrepreneurship in rural communities. 
She is passionate about the intersection of sustainable development, 
psychology & human behaviour and being a catalyst for societal change. 
Maxine has a Bcomm (Economic Science, Management and Business 
Finance) and a Bcomm Honours (Busines Finance and Investment). 
 

MIKE DAVIES
Managing Director of Kigoda Consulting 

Mike Davies is Managing Director of Kigoda Consulting, a Cape Town-
based company that provides a range of services relating to sustainable 
and responsible investing. These include research and analysis of 
environmental, social and corporate governance (ESG) issues, portfolio 
screening, and responsible investment policy development. Clients 
include international investors, NGOs and philanthropic foundations. 
Mike has also been closely involved in the development of training 
courses on responsible investment for trustees and asset owners.
Prior to establishing Kigoda Consulting, Mike worked for three of the top 
political and global risk consultancies in the United Kingdom.
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MMABATHO MABOYA 
Chief Executive Officer, Cyril Ramaphosa Foundation

Mmabatho joined the Foundation in 2015 as its Strategy and 
Partnerships Executive. She managed key processes that enabled 
the Foundation to meaningfully respond to its development partners 
and beneficiaries.  Mmabatho is an experienced communications and 
stakeholder relations professional with strong capabilities to link 
research, strategy and technical expertise to reputation management. 

Mmabatho was with Shanduka Group as its Stakeholder Relations 
Manager prior to joining Cyril Ramaphosa Foundation.  She has also 
spent time as Senior Advisor: Stakeholder Management and as an 
Intelligence Analyst at Eskom Holdings SOC between 2008 to 2014. She 
began her senior management career in 2005 in local government.
Mmabatho is deeply committed to improving the quality of education 
for disadvantaged children. She made good on her own aptitudes for 
academic and other achievement from an early age. She holds a BSc 
(Statistics and Geography) from the University of the Free State; BSc 
Honours (Geography) from the University of South Africa; and an MBA 
from the University of Pretoria’s Gordon Institute of Business Science. 
She is currently reading for a PhD with UNISA, focusing on the economic, 
social and environmental role of ultra-distance marathons in growing 
secondary cities in South Africa. Her interest in this stems from her 
passion for geography and her strong convictions on knowledge 
development to resolve Africa’s many challenges. 

PAUL PEREIRA
Owner, Wham Media 

Paul Pereira is Owner at the social investment communications hub, 
WHAM! Media. He has served as an executive at Tshikululu Social 
Investments; Honorary Policy Fellow at the SA Institute of Race Relations; 
CSI communications manager of Nedbank; and assistant editor of 
Finance Week magazine. He a director of Strate Charity Shares NPC; and 
is a former national vice-chairman of the AFS South Africa global student 
exchange programme. 
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SARAH RENNIE 
IPASA Chair and Chair of the Grindrod Family Centenary Trust 

Sarah Rennie is an expert in philanthropy and corporate social 
investment with a special interest in education.  She is the Chair of the 
Independent Philanthropy Association South Africa (IPASA), Chair of the 
Grindrod Family Centenary Trust, non-executive director of the Standard 
Bank Tutuwa Community Foundation, trustee of Liberty Community 
Trust, trustee of the Epoch & Optima Trusts and of the Anglo American 
Namibia Foundation. She also sits on a number of non-profits’ boards. 
Having practiced law in London for many years, on her return to South 
Africa, Sarah worked at Tshikululu Social Investments as COO. 

SHELAGH GASTROW
Editor of the 2020 Annual Review of South African Philanthropy 

As a Founder and Executive Director of Inyathelo : The South African 
Institute for Advancement from 2002-15, Shelagh Gastrow promoted 
the development of a local philanthropic movement to move South 
African organisations away from reliance on foreign funding.  This 
included knowledge dissemination, the Inyathelo Philanthropy Awards 
to create awareness and the incubation of a network that became the 
Independent Philanthropy Association South Africa (IPASA).
She is currently an advisor to the philanthropic sector, consults to 
civil society organisations on governance and sustainability and to 
universities on advancement and fundraising programmes. She writes 
extensively on philanthropy and civil society issues.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

SIBONGILE KHUMALO
Executive Director of The Learning Trust

Sibongile Khumalo is Executive Director of The Learning Trust, a grant-
making and capacity support organisation for South Africa’s emerging 
after school programmes. She has 14 years’ experience in Education, 
particularly in providing access and support through scholarships, youth 
leadership development and extended learning initiatives. Sibongile has 
a Master of Science degree from the University of the Witwatersrand, 
extensive experience in all non-profit operations and a passion for 
identifying and nurturing human potential. At The Learning Trust, she 
is responsible for implementing the organisation’s strategy as well as 
strengthening the national After School sector through professional 
development activities and strategic partnerships.

In 2013, Sibongile was named one of Mail & Guardian’s “200 Young South 
Africans” in the Education category; and in 2016 she was awarded the 
YALI Mandela Washington Fellowship and graduated as an International 
Associate of Wagner College, NYC. She is now a member of Class XII of 
the Africa Leadership Initiative in South Africa (ALI-SA) as part of the 
Aspen Global Leadership Network (AGLN).

STEVE NICHOLLS
Head of Environmental Sustainability at the National Business Initiative 

Steve Nicholls leads the Environment and Society programmes at 
the National Business Initiative (NBI).  In this role Steve runs the 
programmes that harness the collective effort of business across the 
areas of Energy, Climate Change, and Water.  Steve also leads the NBI 
programme on the SDGs and NDP.  

Steve’s key focus is on connecting environmental issues with economic 
impact and therefore building the strategic case for business to 
integrate environmental and sustainability issues into their core 
business areas of strategy, risk management and implementation.  

Prior to joining the NBI Steve has worked in the consulting industry 
in the United Kingdom and South Africa and has worked on projects 
in Europe and Southern and East Africa.  Steve has worked across 
several sectors including Mining, Telecoms, Government, Electrical 
Energy, Oil and Gas, Financial Services and Retail.  Prior to joining the 
NBI Steve worked within the strategy team at Accenture and headed 
the sustainability services function for Accenture across Africa.  
Steve has also worked within KPMGs advisory and assurance team 
and has completed a number of advisory, reporting and verification 
engagements on sustainability and voluntary carbon credit data.  Steve 
also spent a few years working in the United Kingdom looking at the 
sustainability risk inherent in the supply chains of major UK and multi-
national retail companies.
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SPEAKER PROFILES

TRACEY DAVIES 
Executive Director, Just Share 

Tracey Davies is Executive Director of non-profit shareholder activism 
organisation Just Share. She is an expert in responsible investment, 
shareholder activism and corporate governance. Just Share works with 
local and international activists and responsible investors on three key 
ESG issues: inequality, climate change, and diversity and transformation. 
Just Share co-filed South Africa’s first shareholder resolutions on climate 
risk. 

Tracey sits on the NBI Just Transition Pathways Advisory Board, the 
Global Reporting Initiative’s Human Rights Technical Task Team, and was 
a member of the judging panel for the 2020 Principles for Responsible 
Investing Awards. Tracey writes a monthly column for the Financial Mail, 
and her opinion pieces are published regularly in a broad range of South 
African media. Tracey holds a BA LLB from the University of Cape Town 
and an LLM from New York University.
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t: +27 83 276 9510

e: louise@ipa-sa.org.za

Louise Driver, Executive Director
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